
Protecting our Freedoms and Fighting Discrimination

As an individual, I believe we must protect our freedoms, fight discrimination and work to foster 
greater understanding.  For these reasons, I have volunteered for Liberty City Democratic Club 
to fight for the LGBT community , worked to unseat Republican Rick Santorum and have 
volunteered as an escort for the Philadelphia Women’s Center.

As your State Senator, I will bring those ideals to office and fight to enact laws that maintain our 
rights, protect victims and institute educational policies to end discrimination.

As your Senator, I will:
• Protect a woman’s right to choose and have access to birth control, including emergency 

contraception 
• Support legislation to reduce domestic violence, such as the Violence Against Women Act. 
• Fight for workers’ rights by protecting their right to organize and receive unemployment 

insurance and worker’s compensation.
• Support legislation to amend the Pennsylvania Human Relations Act  to prohibit 

discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity or expression in order to 
provide employment, housing and public accommodation protections for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender (LGBT) Pennsylvanians.

• Support same-sex marriage and any of the rights and privileges that can be
gained until this ultimate goal is reached.

• Work to repeal Pennsylvania’s “Defense of Marriage Act” and oppose any constitutional 
amendment seeking to define “marriage.”

• Support hate crimes legislation and would work to have the recently overturned
state legislation re-introduced as its own bill.

• Support funding for LGBT health clinics and community centers, such as the
Mazzoni Center, the Attic Youth Center for teens, the William Way Community Center, and 
any programs that assist a growing population of LGBT seniors.

• Sponsor legislation that eliminates Pennsylvania’s property transfer tax for same-sex couples 
(similar to Councilmen DiCicco and Greenlee’s legislation affecting Philadelphia’s portion of 
the property transfer tax) 

• Support the Federal Employment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA) with transgender 
inclusion.
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