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Making Healthcare More Affordable

Our country's health care system is working for no one, and it is time for our state senate to show
some leadership and address the issue for Pennsylvanians. There are 767,000 uninsured in our
state and nearly 300,000 in Philadelphia. Even for those of us who are insured, we have watched
our healthcare costs take an increasing share of our paychecks. The cost of caring for the
uninsured is taking an increasing share of our tax dollars as well. The Governor estimates that the
Commonwealth and its residents pay approximately $7.6 billion for the uninsured and
inappropriate care.

In order to address this growing problem, in 2007 Governor Rendell presented the “Prescription
for Pennsylvania” (www.rxforpa.com).

I support the Governor’s Prescription for Pennsylvania. While the plan is NOT universal

healthcare, it is the first step to ensure that every Pennsylvanian has access to medical services

and to reducing healthcare costs for the average consumer:

¥ Many small business owners would offer basic health insurance to their employees if they
could afford to do so. “Cover all Pennsylvanians” (CAP) would make private health
insurance coverage affordable to eligible businesses.

¥ The health insurance industry operates without appropriate government regulation — with
effective oversight, consumers will not be faced with rapidly increasing rates.

¥ Too many Pennsylvanians use emergency rooms as primary care facilities. By improving
opportunities for nurses, dental hygienists and other medical personnel to use the full extent
of their training, we can increase access to basic medical services. In addition, by creating
health clinics with evening and weekend hours in underserved areas will decrease the use of
emergency facilities for basic care.

¥ Medical professionals must be held accountable. An effort to eliminate hospital acquired
infections and avoidable medical errors would save thousands of lives and millions of
dollars.

¥ Consumers must also be held accountable. Taxpayers should not be held accountable for
unnecessary medical procedures or ineffective treatments and appropriate incentives can be
offered for overall wellness.
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On March 18, 2008, Pennsylvania’s House of Representatives took the first step in making the
cornerstone of the Governor’s plan — CAP — a reality. While the House’s version —
“Pennsylvania Access to Basic Care” (PA ABC) — does not cover as many individuals as CAP,
the effort would still provide care to hundreds of thousands. The plan also assists physicians
with medical malpractice insurance premiums.

While not as comprehensive as the Governor’s CAP program, I applaud the House’s efforts and
would support the legislation in the Senate as an important first step to address consumers’ rising
medical expenses.

I believe that both PA ABC and CAP are just the first step towards healthcare reform. Long-
term, a single-payer healthcare system — where doctors, hospitals and other healthcare
professionals are paid by a single organization — is the solution to our growing medical crisis.

The benefits of a single-payer system are:

¥ Everyone would enjoy medical coverage and everyone would have access to medical
coverage and prescriptions.

¥ By eliminating the insurance industry’s bureaucracy and paperwork, consumers would save
time and money. Healthcare professionals would be able to concentrate on providing quality
care. Businesses would save money by not providing private insurance for their employees
and hospitals’ administrative costs would decrease because of the simplicity of the billing
system. By purchasing pharmaceuticals in bulk, prescription costs would decrease.

¥ We would be allowed greater choice. Rather than choosing a physician from a list provided
by our insurance company, we would be permitted to choose any doctor with whom we feel
comfortable.

It is important to note that while I support a single-payer healthcare system and would support
SB 300, I recognize that bringing the system to Pennsylvania is not politically feasible in the
short-term. It is an effort that could potentially take years and it’s something I am willing to
spend years fighting.

In the meantime, I will support and work to enact the Governor’s Prescription for Pennsylvania,
to expand coverage to all Pennsylvanians and to lower healthcare and prescription costs for the
average resident.
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