
Environmental Conservation
 
Our commonwealth’s name, Pennsylvania, translates to “Penn’s Woods.”  With miles of 
estuaries, hundreds of acres of forests and beautiful topography, the name still rings true.

Unfortunately, while our natural resources continue to make Pennsylvania one of the most 
beautiful in the country, our environment faces numerous threats:

Pennsylvania’s dependence on foreign oil continues to grow while the cost of energy continues 
to grow.  Pennsylvania should be a leader in alternative fuels, energy independence and 
conservation:
¥ The state should offer additional tax incentives, loans and grant programs to bring companies 

into Pennsylvania that produce clean energy, which will also support Pennsylvania’s farmers 
who grow crops for these fuels. 

¥ Additional state support is needed for the development and production of alternative energies 
such as PECO’s wind, solar and bio-mass power generation.

¥ The Governor has proposed requiring that every gallon of gas include at least 10% ethanol 
and that every gallon of diesel includes an increasing amount of soy or other alternative fuel 
(up to 20%).  The Assembly must enact legislation supporting the Governor’s initiative.

¥ It is vital to maintain dedicated funding for mass transit and promote car sharing programs to 
further reduce the need of private automobiles. 

¥ Additional incentives to reduce consumers’ energy consumption during peak hours as well as 
to additional weatherization programs and the utilization of ENERGY STAR appliances and 
compact fluorescent light bulbs.

When it rains, oil, gasoline, anti-freeze and other pollutants are washed into our waterways.  
Further, homes from Pennsport to Center City to Northern Liberties and Port Richmond all 
experience significant flooding during strong storms.  In order to protect our rivers and streams 
and our residents’ homes, we must institute stronger storm water management initiatives:
¥ Additional state resources should be directed to creating new urban green space and 

incentives should be provided to insure new development contains a green component.
¥ Forested buffers along waterways act as natural filters for storm water runoff.  Additional 

requirements and incentives should be created to provide a forested buffers between 
waterways and new development.
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¥ The State should continue to support community organizations’ efforts to maintain, improve 
and create new green space and assist in local tree planting efforts.

¥ Pennsylvania should support Philadelphia’s infrastructure improvements that will assist in 
alleviating severe flooding problems.

Pennsylvania emissions make up 1% of the world’s greenhouse gases.  In addition, the First 
Senatorial District has one of the highest instances of respiratory illness in the Commonwealth.  
In order to combat global warming and protect my constituents’ health, the State must do its part 
to reduce by:
¥ Studying and specifically identifying from where greenhouse gas emissions emanate and, 

with an appropriate foundation of data, create a specific strategy on how to reduce those 
emissions by 25% by the year 2025.

¥ Providing additional incentives for LEED Certified buildings.
¥ Supporting SEPTA with the purchase of new hybrid buses and vehicles.
¥ Mandating strict idling guidelines for diesel trucks and other vehicles.

Pennsylvania is one of the largest waste importers in the country and Philadelphia’s recycling 
program has languished for years.  We must:
¥ Enact legislation that permits local municipalities and communities the opportunity to affect 

new waste facilities.
¥ Provide dedicated funding for hazardous waste clean-up by instituting an additional tipping 

fee for landfills and/or additional fees per pound of chemicals released into the air.
¥ Support Mayor Nutter’s continued efforts to expand Philadelphia’s recycling program by 

moving towards a weekly, single-stream plan.

As an individual and a legislator, I must do my part and am committed to:
¥ Supporting Governor Rendell’s Green Government Council and Michael Nutter’s 

Sustainability Cabinet to achieve mutual environmental goals. 
¥ Monitoring my state office’s heating, cooling, and lighting use throughout the day. 
¥ Promoting recycling of office waste and the purchase recycled office products. 
¥ Partnering with Philly Car Share to use hybrid vehicles for office business. 
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