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Building Jobs, Building Philadelphia’s Future

Philadelphia and the First District are economically diverse areas that stretch across the social
and economic spectrum. From the factories and the Port of Philadelphia to the corner stores and
small commercial corridors like Passyunk and Aramingo Avenues to the shopping and
entertainment districts of Rittenhouse Square and Old City to the corporations and professional
service firms of Center City to the vital service and tourism industry, there are many reasons to
be optimistic about PhiladelphiaOs economy.

Unfortunately, a strugglingchoolsystem restrains our job growth and a rising unemployment
rates lead to a risingrimerate. Itis past time Philadelphia and the Commonwealth find a way
to provide a living wage and adequate economic opportunities for all of our residents.

In order to create new jobs, we must create new businesses and encourage current businesses to

expand:

¥ Working with Mayor Nutter, City Council and other members of the Philadelphia delegation,
| will create a business recruitment and retention plan that will include the evaluation of
successful business communities in neighboring states and counties, outreach efforts to
attract those businesses to Philadelphia, and the needs of current businesses to ensure they
stay and grow in the City.

¥ Working with neighborhood and business associations, | will assist with street cleaning,
graffiti removal, street lighting, sidewalk repairs, and other aesthetic improvements because
attractive business corridors equal successful corridors.

¥ The dredging of the Delaware River will permit the growth of the Port of Philadelphia and
that growth must be supported with targeted state funds to ensure new, family-sustaining
jobs.

¥ The fastest way to grow jobs is by encouraging entrepreneurship B a small business loan
program aimed at new businesses should be created and appropriately funded.

¥ The tourism industry employs 85% of its workforce from Philadelphia residents. Support of
the Convention Center expansion, incentives to build additional hotels and grant programs
for arts and cultural organizations are vital to expand PhiladelphiaOs largest industry.

¥ The Philadelphia region enjoys some of the best universities and the brightest students in the
country. In order to retain these young people, the Commonwealth must invest in high-tech
industries.
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Philadelphia and the CommonwealthOs tax system hinders economic growth:

¥ | will support Mayor NutterOs and City CouncilOs efforts to reduce the CityOs Business
Privilege Tax and the CityOs wage tax.

¥ PennsylvaniaOs business taxes must be made more competitive with the rest of the nation by
lowering the Corporate Net Income Tax and removing or increasing the cap from the Net
Operating Loss provision (the amount of loss that is permitted to be carried over or deducted
on a businessOs tax return).

Without adequate educational opportunities and training, economic opportunities are limited.

Furthermore, without a skilled workforce, Pennsylvania and Philadelphia will not be able to

compete in a global economy. To address these concerns, | support Governor ReidellOs

Ready PA programThe plan:

¥ Creates a partnership with industries and ensures that Pennsylvanians are trained in the skills
that employers need. Over 6000 companies have already participated, representing 20
separate industries, ranging from mining and agriculture to electronics and nanotechnology,
increasing the average employeeOs salary by over 12% and with the employers reporting
increased productivity.

¥ |dentifies careers that are in high-demand and provide a living wage and utilizes exiting
resources to provide training to the unemployed and individuals that want to improve their
skills and the opportunities available to them.

¥ Provides grants for education in high-priority skills to working adults that otherwise would
not be eligible for financial aid.

¥ Provides opportunities for high school students to participate in career internships.

¥ Allows students to enroll in higher education facilities while still in high school and expands
tutoring programs.

¥ Assists schools in obtaining new equipment to ensure their education is relevant to the
modern work place.

¥ Creates a system of accountability to ensure training programs are reaching their goals.

In addition, to the GovernorOs program, | believe we must fund technical colleges at a higher
level and reemphasize math and science in our schools to encourage high-tech
employement.
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